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A NOTE ON THE UNIVERSITY TEACHER'S WORKSHOP 
By Wynne Francis 


The improvement of college teaching is a concern of educators 
throughout the continent. In the United States a wide variety of "Teacher 
Training" programs are now in operation. Most of these programs are of 
formal nature and areprimarily concerned with prospective college teachers, 
They are dedicated to the promotion of good teaching which should combine 
scholarship with effective communication in the classroom, The day of the 
ivory-tower scholar-researcher to whom students are barely tolerable 
nuisances and of the classroom teacher who claims he is too busy teaching to 
engage in scholarship or reasearch would seem to be over. Institutions of 
higher learning,faced with what looks like mass education at the college level, 
are lookin for "scholars who can also teach" not only in the admittedly ideal 
tutorial situation but alsoin the vast auditoriums, crowded lecture halls, 
packed seminars and crowded labs which are typical of the modern university. 


Effective teaching at the college level is an art which cannot be 
taught but can be cultivated. Paradoxically, the goodteacher knows this and is 
therefore always looking for ways to improve his teaching, just as any good 
artist seeks to advance his art. Up until recently such a teacher has had to "go 
it alone", Short of courses in methodology designed primarily for teachers at 
the primary and secondary school level, there has been no organized attempt 
to channel, to facilitate and encourage the college teacher's desire to improve 
his teaching. 


During the past twenty years many suchattempts have been made 
in the United States and a few in Canada. They have been met, in many in- 
stances, with more or less strong resistance form the teacher sithemsélves 
who, quite justifiably, resent anyimpingement upon their freedom as thinkers 
upon their-autonomy in their classroom or upon their personal vision of the 
proper teacher-student relationship. Among the various programs for ‘the 
improvement of college teaching which have operated in the United States, 
those fail most dismally which attempt any "'straight-jacketing"of the teachers 


or which have even a faint odour of being directed either by the administration 
or by professional educators. The more successful have been programs which 
encourage voluntary participation and give very wide latitude indeed to the 
activities of the group of teachers involved, allowing them to decide for them- 
selves what will best satisfy their needs and interests in relation to more effec- 
tive teaching. 


In Canada, in the early 1950's a brave nation-wide experiment in 
the improvement of college teaching was inspired and conducted by Dr. T. 
Matthews, then registrar of McGill University. At Kingston, in 1951, he gathered 
together some thirty or forty interested college teachers from universities as 
far apart as UBC and UNB, including members from the staff of Sir George 
Williams, There, for three weeks, living at RMC, eating, socializing and working 
together, with a small staff of “instructors" college teachers from a variety of 
disciplines shared that which they had in common, namely the profession of 
teaching. They practised before each other, criticized each other, listened to 
their own voices, received help in correcting bad speeth habits and mannerisms, 
learned a lot about setting and correcting exams, about how to prepare a course 
and how to organize a lecture and generally explored problems and joys of learn- 
ing as well as teaching. 


The experiment was repeated the following year, with a new group, 
this time at Macdonald College, Montreal, The group was smaller, the support 
from the biggest universities lacking or lukewarm, Dr. Matthews did not try 
again in a formal way, though he is on record in many speeches over the years 
signifying his continued personal devotion to the idea. It was his hope that 
universities, individually, across the country, would pick up the idea and adapt 
it as they saw fit. 


This may have gone on; some such programs in modified versions 
may be in operation today in Canada, but no news of them has been broadcast, 


It is in this context and against this background that the University 
Teachers' Workshop of S.G.W.U. came into existence. The U.T.W. is unique 
on the Canadian University scene (and probably on the continent) in a number of 
ways. First, it is officially sanctioned by the Dean's Office and receives warm 
encouragement and no interference from that quarter. Secondly, while primarily 
concerned with members who are new to the teaching staff (including part-time 
instructors) it invites the participation of all who are interested including those 
who have had many years of teaching experience. Thirdly, the members of the 
Workshop themselves decide on the program best suited to their needs and 
interests and actively participate init. Fourthly, the Workshop sessions run 
throughout the college year and therefore have a membership of practising 
teachers, 


The U.T.W. has been functioning now for three years, having been 
born out of the Dean's Committee on Teaching which sat for two years pre- 
viously. The activities of the members vary greatly -- all the way from such 
practical matters as "How to Make Best Use of the Blackboard" or "The Setting 
and Grading of Exams" through to such concerns as "Psychological Factors in 
the learning Process" and 'What Use are Teaching Machines" and further, to 
such topics as "What is a University" and "The Future of Sir George Williams 
University". 


The Workshop now has a small seminar room to call its own (A-27) 
a tiny but growing library of books and pamphlets andnews clippings pertaining 
to University Teaching (contributions will be welcomed.) and a tape-recorder 
for private (Workshop) or Classroom use of perticipating members. 


The response to the Workshop on the part of instructors have 
been varied -~ some real enthusiasm, much passive resistance, some inr 
difference, some strong prejudice, but perhaps mostly "a cagey wariness"-- 
quite proper under the circumstances, 


This year, however, interest has increased quite markedly both 
in the full-time and in the part-time staff. More instructors have come to 
view the Workshop as an opportunity rather than a threat and to realize that, 
as well as gaining something personally from such a fellowship, they can -- 
and do, by their interest and participation, make a solid contribution to the 
future reputation of the University in terms of the quality of its teaching. 


%* Ok OK Ok Ok OK 
BOARD OF GOVERNORS ELECTIONS 


Frederick B. Walls has been elected chairman of the Board of 
Governors of Sir George Williams University, 


Mr. Walls succeeds B. W. Roberts, who has been chairman since 
1947. Mr. Roberts remains as Chancellor of the University. 


Dr. O. M. Solandt has been elected as vice-president of the Board 
of Governors to fill a position that has been vacant since the death of W. 
Taylor -Bailey in 1961. 


* Kk KK OK OK 
TWINS ANYONE ? 


Congratulations go out to BEV and JIM MCBRIDE who celebrated 
their first anniversary with the birth of twin girls, Karen Leslie and Joy 
Elizabeth. After 160 dirty diapers during the first week, JIM says that 
"Having one now would be a cinch", The proud father is willing to talk to 
anyone and for any length of time about the two darlings. 


SIR GEORGE WILLIAMS UNIVERSITY FACULTY CLUB 
Sa nN ee a Nag A 
by William F, Black 


Interest in a faculty club at Sir George Williams University has 
been rather erratic. At times during the past few years, there have been 
great surges of interest in the formation of a faculty club and in the ultimate 
establishment of some physical facilities. In 1960,a faculty club:was formally 
created at the university after many years of consideration, During the 
1960-61 session, two major social events were held. At the Mount Stephen 
Club and at the Officers' Mess of H.M.C.S. Donnacona. The meeting at the 
Mount Stephen Club was of an organizational nature and led ultimately to the 
formation of the club and the adoption of a constitution at a business meeting 
on December 9, 1960. At a nominal fee of one dollar , 125 members of the 
Faculty indicated their interest in the Faculty Club. The executive for the 
1960-61 session, led by the President, B.G. Sinyard, investigated possible 
sites for rental andfor purchase in the vicinity of the University. The 
executive also gained information on the operation of dining -rooms bars, 
general facilities and on the cost structure of a faculty club. During the 
present session, there has been one meeting, that of October 27, 1961. At 
that time interest in a faculty club appeared to have waned with only fourteen 
members inattendance, Difficulty was experienced in completing the executive 
slate for the present session and a motion was presented recommending 
suspension of club activities for the present. The members present, initially 
in favour of the motion, ultimately turned it down and proceeded to elect an 
executive for the present session whose duties would be essenti ally ofa. 
caretaker nature. Recently, with the announcement of a builcing program, 
interest in a faculty club has again reached a peak. It seems opportune, with 
a building site now officially determined to consider the advisability and 
desirability of establishing the Faculty Club in premises in the vicinity of the 
University. It is possible that the next building of the University will include 
adequate lounge space for Faculty, anda cafeteria-dining room which will 
include a faculty sector. 


In the near future, each member of the Faculty Club will be 
asked to indicate the desire and need for additional facilities and to indicate 
the financial backing that he is prepared to offer to the Faculty Club both in 
terms of initiation fees for capital expenditures and annual dues for 
maintenance expenses, The executive will then endeavour to formulate a 
policy on future developments and, with the concurrance of the members, to 
put this policy into effect. 


OR OR KK OK OK OK OK Ok Ok KOK OK KOK OK 


FACULTY NEWS 


John O'Brien has been appointed Chairman of the University 
Television Committee and, aside from C. B.C. involvement, also represents 
us on S,T,E.M,. Harry Clinch has been named Chairman of the Library 
Committee with the past Chairman, Jim Whitelaw acting as pro-tem Secretary. 


The Library Commission (Jim Whitelaw, Henry Worrell, and 
Magnus Flynn), will likely complete their responsibilities by this May. Kurt 
Jonassohn, Don Burke, Leah Sherman and Fred Bedford have joined Cameron 
Nish and Boyd Sinyarc Sinyard on the Extracurricular Committee. Bill Johnstone is 
the the Secretary. 


Bill Black is the new President of the Faculty Club with Henry 
Worrell as Vice-President, Rytsa Tobias as Secretary and Don Burke as 
Treasurer, The Social Committee are Cameron Nish, Bob Curnew, Fred 
Sauer and Fred Bedford. The Club held a successful luncheon at the Indian 
Room in December and are repreating, in the same location, on January 3lst 
at 12:30 P.M. 


Neil Compton, Bob Curnew, Bill Black and Herb Quinn have been 
appointed to the Honours Committee of the Faculty Council. 


Sid Lamb will likely be our first credit course T.V. lecturer and 
the subject matter will be Shakespeare 253, ---=-« Incidentally, the happy 
father, James McBride, has been appointed Recording Secretary of the T. V. 
Committee. 


The Birks Family Foundation has just made a $3000. 00 grant to 
the University. The Royal Albert Masonic Lodge has just created a $400. 00 
annual Scholarship, for the next three years, in celebration of their 1964 
Centannial. Needy students, in Day or Evening, should be directed to Magnus 
Flynn, the Scholarship Committee Secretary, as there are some limited funds 
available, 


The Garnet Key Society completed over 2000 hours of duty from 
Xmas 1960 to Xmas 1961. This involved over 75 separate assignments «#<++ 
The Winter Carnival is scheduled for the 8th, 9th.and 10th of February with 
the Variety Show on the 8th.-- the Dance on the 9th and the day up north on 
the 10th (Manor House, Ste. Agathe), 


Enclosed with this Newsletter is a copy of an address by.D.B 
Clarke and a Conference Board reprint. Ant associate in the latter was 
Herbert Byleveld, an Evening lecturer at Sir George Williams. 


THE GENTLEMEN'S CLUB 


An unorganized organization with no meetings, no officials, no 
fees, andno privileges of membership except the consciousness of a high 
standard of morality. It is composed of those Instructors who have the 
courtesy to clean off the blackboard at the CLOSE of their lecture in 
preparation for the next class to occupy the room. And by cleaning, is meant 
a thorough job, even when coloured chalk has been used, not a few dabs here 
and there. 


The original membership was two. Since the Club was launched on 
the professional scene, however, an increasing number of Instructors have 
been heard declaring vehemently that they have always adhered to its 
principle and intend to go on doing so. Thus the membership seems to be 
growing. It is hoped by the founders that eventually it might possibly include 
the complete instructional staff +- to the vast benefit of University life, 


Lady Instructors are eligible, and if they object to the present 
designation of the Club, they are at liberty to call themselves whatever they 
wish, 


From a Lecturer 
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FINE ARTS DEPARTMENT 


An exhibition of Contemporary Lithographs by nineteen Canadian 
and European artists inaugurates a new exhibition policy of the students and 
the Fine Arts Department of Sir George Williams University. Students will be 
able to have first-hand contact with original works of art duyring their years 
at the University. 


Pablo Picasso, Henry Moore, Ghitta Caiserman and Albert 
Dumouchelare among the artists represented in the first show which opens on 
January 30. 


Future exhibitions are being planned to show students a wide 
variety of styles and values in art as part of their university experience, 


"This show represents the cooperative efforts of the Educational 
Department of the Montreal Museum of Fine Arts and the University. Living 
with works of art in everyday surroundings will make art a personal 
experience," says Professor Leah Sherman of the Department of Fine Arts. 


This exhibition runs until February 23 and will be hung in the 
University Library. 
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CANADIAN UNIVERSITIES FOUNDATION 


The Canadian Universities Foundation has organized an internation~ 
al programs division, it was announced today. 


The division has been set up in the Foundation's Secretariat in 
Ottawa to “encourage, advise and assist universities and organizations active 
in international programs of education," said an announcement from the office 
of Very Rev. Henri F. Légaré, OMI, chairman of the Foundation and rector of 
the University of Ottawa. 


Father Légaré now is in New Delhi with the Canadian delagation to 
the Second Commonwealth Education Conference. 


Acting head of the New division is Dr. Edward F. Sheffield who also 
continues as Foundation research officer. 


The Foundation, executive agency of the National Conference of 
Canadian Universities and Colleges, established its secretariat in Ottawa in 
1957 primarily to act as the agency of the federal government for distribution 
of federal grants to universities. 


A research and information service was added in 1958 and in 1960 
the Foundation assumed responsibility for administering the acedemic aspects 
of the new Commonwealth Scholarship and Fellowship Program. 


The announcement said establishment of the international programs 
division reflects "the growing feeling of responsibility by Canadian universities 
for aid to emerging nations", 


Dr. Sheffield, 49-year-old native of Calgary, Alta., holds B.A, 
and M.A, degrees from McGill University, Montreal, and a Doctor of Educa- 
tion degree from New York University. 


He joined CUF as research officer in 1958 after serving for four 
years as director of the Education Division of the Dominion Bureau of Statistics. 


He had previously been registrar of Sir George Williams Univer - 
sity, Montreal, from 1936 to 1943, and, after four years' service in the Royal 
Canadian Naval Volunteer Reserve, registrar of Carleton College -- now 
Carleton University -- in Ottawa from 1947 to 1954. 


EMERGENCY STUDENT LOAN FUND 


A student loan fund in the amount of five hundred dollars ($500.00) 
has been deposited in trust of the "1954 Alumni Student Fund". This fund will 
be used forinterest free loans up toa maximum of twenty-five dollars ($25.00) 
to anyfully registered undergraduate in the University. 


If cases of need are detected, please refer them to Mr. Donald 
Ayre, Mr, Reginald Gates or Mr. Magnus Flynn. Loans can be processed 
within an hour. 
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"UNIVERSITY" TELEVISION SERIES 


The second series of television programmes, presented by the 
CBC in collaboration with Sir George Williams University, is well underway, 
and the following programs will be presented on Channel 6 at 10:00 A.M. 
Sundays, 


February 4-11 Prof. Samuel Madras Development of Scientific Method 
February 18-25 Alfred Pinsky Surrealism 
March 4-11 Prof. Walter Raudorf |Develepment of Basic Concepts 


of Physics Since 1900. 

March 18-25 Asst. Prof. Sidney Lamb Shakespearean Theatre 

A most favourable reaction has been received from Miss Norma 
Springford's three presentations on "Community Theatre" which appeared on 
January 14th, 21st and 28th. 
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HEAD LIBRARIAN 

Mr. Keith Crouch, 37, formerly Deputy-Chief Librarian of North 

York Public Library, has been appointed Head Librarian of Sir George Williams 


University, effective May Ist. 


Mr. Crouch received his B,A. from Queen's University, and his 
Bachelor of Library Science from McGill University Library School. 
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CLEARING AND INFORMATION CENTRE 


The Dean's Office has established a clearing and information 
centre for Faculty and Administrative meetings and requests that all persons 
calling Faculty or Administrative meetings clear the dates and times with Miss 
Iamont or Miss Douglas, Dean's Office, Ext. 60 or intercom number 44, This 
would aid in avoiding conflict with other meetings. 


S.C.M. GENERAL SECRETARY 


Boyd Sinyard, Chairman of the S.C.M. Advisory Board has 
announced that Miss Janet Smith has been appointed Gneral Secretary of the 
Student Christian Movement in Sir George Williams University, a position 
which has been vacant since Mr. Milton Dorman left last spring for the 
University of Toronto, 


Miss Smith, who holds B,A. (Bishop's) and S.T.B. (Trinity) 
degrees, comes tous from the staff of the Chaplaincy to Anglican University 
Students in Montreal. 


She will be responsible to the Advisory Board of the S.C.M., 
through its Executive Officers, and will be located in Room S-313 (telephone 
local 70). 
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TOUR 


On February 10th, 1962 there will be a staff visit to the 
Montreal Museum of Fine Arts to view the current exhibition of art by Borduas, 
Those interested in participating are asked to meet at the Museum at 2:00 P.M. 


The tour will be conducted by Miss Funke of the Museum Staff, 


% OK OK Ok ok OK Ok OK OK 
DATEBOOK 


The Alumni 25th Anniversary Reunion will be held on April 6th, 
7th and 8th in Montreal and is pointing towards a fine affair. The culmination of 
activities will be a banquet and Ball at the Queen Elizabeth Hotel. Graduates 
from all over Canada and United States have already signified their intention to 
be present, 
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ART SEMINARS 


The Fine Arts Department is sponsoring a series of seminars in the 
University at 2:00 pm and all members of the Faculty are cordially invited 


to attend. 


February 17 - Contemporary Consciousness in Art 
Mr. Pinsky and Mrs. Sherman 


March 3 -~-- Art as Image ~ Communication and Knowledge 
Professor D.B. Clarke 


March24 ~-- Artin the University 
Richard Billmeir and Syd Lamb 
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Muhammad Igbal, Lecturer in Engineering, has just been 
awarded a Brace Research Institute Fellowship for the summer of 1962. He 
will be involvedin research on solar heat collectors at the Brace Experimental 


Station in Barbados, W.I. 
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The recent book, "Social Purpose for Canada" published by the 
University of Toronto Press contains a chapter by our Neil Compton dealing 
with the Mass Media, The book has become a best seller in Canada, anda 


book club choice. 


